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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

This invention discloses an inexpensive, lightweight, and miniature-size fingerprint 
reading unit for an electronic apparatus such as a mobile computer terminal and a portable 
5 telephone system. It includes a fingerprint authentication method for the apparatus. The 
optical system of the fingerprint reading unit includes an auxiliary lens between the 
fingerprint stamping area and a digital camera positioned to capture an image of a 
fingerprint placed on the stamping area. 
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